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Foreward from Chairman
Dear Parents / Guardians,
I am pleased to have this opportunity to present to you the Governors’ Report

on St Malachy’s Primary School. It is our intention that you should be kept
informed about your child’s progress at school and this report is one of a
number of ways in which this information will be provided.

The report, however, can only be a snapshot of the working of the school.

If you do wish to have additional information or clarification of any aspect of
the report, the principal will, if possible, provide you with this.

I commend this report for your consideration.
Yours faithfully,

Jimmy Mc Creesh
Chairman
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The Governors are ultimately responsible for the overall management of the school.
They are required to meet a minimum of three times per year when a full and open detailed account of the management of the school is reported to them by the Principal.
Some of their duties include:
The oversight of the curriculum, control of the budget, checking finance accounts, provision of information to parents, selection of staff, Pastoral Care and Child Protection,
maintenance of premises (Shared responsibility with E.A Admissions policy, School Development Planning, fostering links with the local community and pursuing the objectives of Mutual Understanding.

POSITION

Person

CHAIRPERSON:

Mr Jimmy Mc Creesh

VICE CHAIRPERSON:

John Moley

SECRETARY:

Mrs Rosaleen Quinn

SELB REPRESENTATIVES:

Mrs Mary Farrell

DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE
PARENT REPRESENTATIVE

Mrs Anna Shortt

TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE

Mrs Caitriona Smith

TRUSTEE REPRESENTATIVES

Very Rev Fr Malachy Murphy
Mrs Christine Matthews
Mrs Rosaleen Quinn
Mr John Moley

PRINCIPAL (non-voting)

Mr Justin Toner
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Teaching Staff
Principal & P5 Teacher

Mr Justin Toner

P1 & 2 Teacher

Miss Orla Savage

P3 & 4 Teacher

Mrs Caitriona Smith

P5 Teacher

Mr Justin Toner / Mrs Kyra Marron

P6 & 7

Mr Michael Murray

Learning Support Assistant (part time)

Mrs Jennifer Savage

Classroom Assistants
P1 & 2

Ms Maura O’ Hanlon
Ms Emma Bannon
Mrs Bernadette Reavey

P7

Mrs Jennifer Savage

Ancillary Staff
Cook

Ms Teresa Donnelly (now retired)

Secretary

Mrs Margaret O’Connor

Cleaner

Mrs Vera Mohan

Our thanks to Teresa for her many years of loyal and dedicated service in St Malachy’s Primary School. We wish Teresa good health in her retirement.
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School Finances & Budget (LMS)
LMS – School Budget Information
Year

No of Teachers

Funds at
start

Total Costs

Funds still available / at end

2016-17

4

315272

276451

38821 (12%)

Private School Funds Account: Balance £10,669.00
Includes all monies received as well as School Funds Raised. Transfers are made from this account
into the schools LMS account periodically.

Attendance
Percentage Attendance of Pupils this year to date:

Last year

This year

96.2%

95.9%

Attendance
Overall attendance has been good (see above) and is regularly checked by the Educational
Welfare Officer who may contact a parent/guardian if attendance falls below 85%.
We thank our parents/carers for their support in maintaining the good levels of attendance reached in previous years and for providing written absence notes to teachers
throughout the year.

Numbers on Roll 70 Pupils

Totals

P1
14

P2
9

P3
10

P4
9

P5
9

P6
12

Number of children receiving free dinners: 28 pupils (40%)
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P7
7

SCHOOL ETHOS & MISSION STATEMENT
Learning Together, Supporting Each Other; And Always Doing Our Best!
St Malachy’s Primary School is a Catholic School that aims to provide a safe and
caring learning environment in which the potential of each child can be developed to the
full. We deliver a broad and balanced curriculum which ensures a high quality education for
all pupils.
We use a range of teaching, learning and assessment approaches, to meet the needs of all
pupils and offer a range of extra curricular activities.
We encourage all pupils to give of their best in everything they do. Friendships are nurtured;
Effort is recognised; Talents are promoted, and Our Faith is celebrated and passed on.
As a school community we work together so our children will be able to face the future with
confidence.

PASTORAL CARE & CHILD PROTECTION
Some of the Pastoral Care Policies were reviewed this year including: Positive Behaviour;
Pastoral Care; Anti-Bullying and the Internet Safety Policy. A copy of the 2016-17 Child
Protection Policy was given to all parents in term 1.

Pupils’ Behaviour
Children continue to receive awards and recognition within the classroom and discipline
standards are generally very high with emphasis from staff on positive appraisal of pupils.
Teachers have managed and promoted positive behaviour and discipline effectively
throughout the year and the vast majority of pupils are highly engaged in their learning
and making good progress.
Our pupils try hard to achieve Pupil of the Week Certificates and to win the Fr. Roger’s
Cup. Behaviour in general is very good and it is rare that any parents would have to be
contacted regarding unacceptable behaviour of pupils.

Child Protection
Child Protection Policies and Procedures are very important aspects of the work of all
schools today. In St Malachy’s Mr Toner is the Designated Teacher responsible for Child
Protection. Mrs Smith is the Deputy Designated Teacher. The school reviews the policy
for Child Protection and Safeguarding on an annual basis, based on recommendations from
DENI and CCMS. These are available on the school website and in school.



Child protection/Safe guarding training was carried out with all staff on 18th April
2016 and with new staff on 18.01.17.
All staff (paid and unpaid are vetted by the Education Authority). Visiting coaches or
speakers are always accompanied by teachers when in school.
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THE CURRICULUM
The school year was as busy as always and our teachers continue to provide a warm, welcoming and stimulating environment for the pupils. A wide range of topics were well
planned and taught across all year groups.

The Curriculum
When we speak of the curriculum in our Catholic school, we are talking about the learning
experiences that are present for each child, those planned by the staff, and those gained
from our school ethos and environment.
When planning our curriculum we take into account each child’s uniqueness as well as his/
her individual needs. We develop attitudes and values based firmly on the Gospel message
It is our aim to offer each child a broad base of learning experiences with particular emphasis on Numeracy, Literacy, I.C.T (Information and Communication Technology) and the development of the skills for learning within the NI Curriculum.
The Curriculum also allows individual schools freedom to choose what is taught in other
subject areas. There is an on going process of professional development for teachers and
staff throughout the school, equipping them to adapt to change and to deliver the Northern Ireland Curriculum effectively.

The Revised Curriculum is divided to the following areas of study







Language and Literacy
Mathematics and Numeracy
The Arts
Personal Development and Mutual Understanding
Physical Education
The World Around Us

Subject areas are connected
where possible through
topic based teaching.

These subjects have been taught with specific regard to the cross – curricular themes,




Communication
Understanding Mathematics
Using Information and Communications Technology

Along with the Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities






Thinking, Problem Solving and Decision Making
Self Management
Working with Others
Managing Information
Being Creative
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THE CURRICULUM

Personal Development and Mutual Understanding
PDMU is not only concerned with external relationships but also with relations in our
school. A caring emphasis is at the heart of school life and children are encouraged to develop respect for themselves, other pupils and adults. This area is also fulfilled by our link
with Kingsmills Primary School. The pupils from Primary 3 to Primary 7 have successfully
integrated on a number of trips and projects with the school this year and the relationships, which they have formed, have been very positive. Also, through our schools involvement with the Peaceful Futures Group, community cohesion has been improved. Pupils
and adults travelled to the Balmoral Show in May and also to the Ravenhill Rugby Group in
June.

Extended Schools and Other Programmes
Our school had a very successful Extended Schools Programme this year. Classes were ran afterschool for ipads, STEM, Gardening, Sports and Music. A new poly tunnel was erected to facilitate
Gardening classes, which has improved the school’s World Around Us Curriculum Provision.
Equipment was also bought for the delivery of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths).
Pupils learned about electricity and were able to build circuits to light bulbs and sound buzzers. All
classes were very well attended and positive evaluations provided by pupils.
Our teachers have been monitoring the progress of the children and will continue to do so. Parents
met with the teachers in October to discuss children’s progress.

P.E Curriculum
The Physical Education curriculum together with other sporting activities during the school day
combine to give the children a wide and varied educational experience. There is always emphasis
on enjoyment and the benefit of participation for all. Activities are planned and structured so that
they complement the general aims of the school.
At Foundation Stage many of the pupils activities involve exploratory play, which the children enjoy
individually, or in co-operation with a partner and in small groups. This helps them to develop confidence as well as motor skills on which future physical development is based.
P1-P4 pupils received coaching in Fundamental Movement this year courtesy of Armagh County
Board.
At Key Stage 1 & 2 pupils learn to swim and there is more emphasis on contact sports so as to promote a healthy life style.

The pupils` experiences are enhanced by participation in Gaelic Football Matches with other schools. School also provides opportunities for pupils to engage with other schools e.g.
Seven-A-Side football in St. Paul’s School as well as other inter-school matches and tournaments.
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Programmes Being Used in School to Support Pupils Learning
All pupils have areas of learning in which they lack confidence or ability. Where we believe
a child is not achieving his/her potential, we will provide an intervention programme to
support them. We are currently using the programmes below:


Word Shark / Number Shark: This programme is installed on the computers /
laptops in our P1-P4 classrooms. It helps pupils to become more competent in the
areas of spelling, phonics and number work.



Reading Partnership (Certain P3/4 pupils may be selected for this 10 week programme). It is usually delivered by a classroom assistant to pupils in small groups.



Maths Catch Up (Certain P3/4 pupils may also be selected for this programme).



Lexia: This is an online programme in school which helps pupils to gain confidence
in spelling, grammar and comprehension. Selected pupils generally work for about
60-80 minutes per week on this platform.
Alta Maths: (P3-P7) Is used to test pupils progress in maths in 5 learning areas.




Accelerated / Star Reader Testing: (P3—P7) This is an online programme which
allows pupils to take quizzes based on library books they have read. It measures and
tracks their progress in the area of comprehension.

Provision for Pupils with Special Needs
Mr Toner (Special Needs Co-Ordinator) continually monitors pupils’ assessment results as
well as consulting with teachers to determine whether or not a pupil has a special need.
(For more information, consult our Special Needs Policy about this—available on our website). Where a special need becomes evident, parents will be contacted.

Individual Education Plans (IEPs)
Not all pupils progress at the same rate in school. If your child’s class teacher and Mr Toner believe there is a need for extra support, you will be contacted. With your agreement,
an IEP will be drawn up to target the areas in which your child needs to improve. This provides a focus for improvement eg. Spellings, reading, counting or whatever (normally for
that term and beyond). Your child’s class teacher will be responsible for delivering a
differentiated curriculum / work tasks for your child according to the targets/strategies
outlined in his/her IEP.
One-to-One / Small Group Literacy Support
In some cases, your child may be taught in a small group by a classroom assistant (usually
for about 60 minutes per week, over two sessions).
Provision for Pupils with Disabilities
Our school will follow the guidelines from the SENDO in trying to provide for pupils with
disabilities. Existing facilities to assist access to the school by pupils with disabilities
include:

An operated lift to ensure access to the P5 classroom

A concrete ramp between the lower and upper playground.

A concrete Ramp to the P1/2/3/4 classrooms

Sensory area to help pupils settle, alieve frustrations or anxiety.
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Building, Maintenance and Security







Toilets in the main building were refurbished and the main hallway was painted.
During the year the school our security camera system was serviced
Repairs were carried out to the P5 classroom (new vinyl floor & painted)
Repairs to external panelling in mobile 2
Minor Works application was made to CCMS / Department of Education to install
perimeter fencing between the school playing field and the church. (This has not
yet been completed though).

Health and Safety












Health and Safety procedures in the school follow closely the guidelines of the Health
and Safety Policies of the CCMS and the SELB.
All electrical appliances were checked by CHC Electrical to ensure that they comply
with regulations and are safe to use.
Members of the Northern Ireland Fire Service visited the school to work with our P5
classes.
Maintenance is kept up-to-date and safety continuously monitored; fire drill procedures are reviewed at least once a term when a fire evacuation, involving pupils and
staff, is carried out.
Railings were erected around the school’s pond
First Aid Policy was updated and new First Aid boxes/kits were replenished. The policy and boxes are compliant with EA guidelines.
Cycling Proficiency Scheme was taught to P6/7 in June
Internet Safety Training was organised for pupils and parents in term 1. Pupils
learned about the dangers of Cyberbulling and other dangers.
Teachers ensure that the children are safely escorted across the road when school
ends (both onto the bus and to their parents).
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Community & Religious Links


We participated in GAA football Blitzes including: The ‘Gary Toner’ Cup; Darkley Blitz; Malachy
Mc Geeney Blitz; Loughgilly Blitz. We also hosted a friendly game with St Michael’s P.S Clady



We participated in the Markethill Football Blitz at Kilcluney (June).



Joint Project with Kingsmill P.S (Outdoor Pursuits Trip to East Coast Adventure) and 8 week
joint activities programme (Jumping Clay, Sports and Ulster Scots Dance).



Hosted the Inter-Cultural Music Group Visit (Armagh District Council).



Cross Community Trips: Balmoral Show, Ravenhill Rugby and Craigavon Activity Village courtesy of the Peaceful Futures Group.



The Sacrament of Confirmation was celebrated for all of the four schools in Tullyherron. Our
school along with St Teresa’s formed a joint choir to lead the celebration. It was a memorable
evening and the choir performed excellently.



We also facilitated placement students from: St Paul’s High School; St Mary’s High School;
Southern Regional College.

Parents
Parent Support Group: was established in the 3rd term. A committee group was elected to steer
initiatives for fundraising and other school needs in the years ahead. We are very thankful to those
parents who are involved and for the excellent support they have given to St Malachy’s since its
inception.
Parental support was excellent for school events including: Halloween Fancy Dress, Trocaire, Christmas Concert and the sale of DVDs. There was a great turn out of parents, friends and neighbours
at our Christmas School concert, all of which served to raise the “feel-good factor” of our school
within the community even more!
As part of the Tidy Schools’ Competition our parents got to share in the enhancement of our school
and community grounds. Many donated plants, others their time. We thank all those who helped
out in any way. Our school was ‘Highly Commended’ by the NI Amenity Council.
A number of our parents are very supportive towards the school choir. We are particularly thankful to Elaine Cunningham for her work in helping to prepare our choir for Holy Communion and
Confirmation. The School Choir continues to sing at the weekly, Easter and Christmas masses.
Thanks to all parents for the time taken to complete Questionnaires. The feedback given was very
helpful in determining the schools priorities for the next three years.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AUTUMN

SPRING

SUMMER

Music Tuition:
Violin & Tin Whistle

Music Tuition:
Violin & Tin Whistle

Music Tuition:
Violin & Tin Whistle

After School Clubs: ipads, STEM,
Music, Eco-Constructon

St Mary’s Student:- Placement

St Paul’s Student:- Placement

Visit from Religion Advisor
Swimming every Friday
STEM Workshop in Meigh
Catholic Schools Week
St Brigid’s Day—Cross Making
SEN Pupil Annual Reviews
Safer Internet Day 8th Feb
Teachers Review of Schemes

Do This In Memory Programme
Sacrament of Confirmation
P7 Transition Trip (Tollymore Park)

Launch of DTIM Programme
Newtown Football Blitz
SRC Student:- Placement
Internet Safety Workshop P6/7
Curriculum Evening for Parents of
P1-P3 pupils 03.10.17
Mr Toner: New Principals Course
Gosford Hill Walking: 04.10.17
Confirmation Ceremony of Light
P5 Slieve Gullion Trip
Grow in Love Programme P3/4
SENCO training: Mr Toner
Cuman na mBunscol Raffle
Fire Safety Visit P5
Parent/Teacher Meetings
Fancy Dress for Halloween
Kingsmill Sports Programme
Trip to EastCoast Adventure
We Are Vertigo Trip
First Aid Trainings: Miss Savage &
Mr Murray
Mid Term Break
Swimming every Friday
Birds of Prey Exhibition 09.11.16
Cumann na mBunscol Raffle: £590
Movie Night for Trocaire: £230
Christmas Dinner for pupils/staff
Carol Service Whitecross: 18.12.16
Christmas Show: 22nd Dec
Choir sang at the Christmas Eve
Mass

After School Clubs:
ipad coding,
STEM,
Gardening Club,
Sports &Girls Metafit classes
Mid Term Break
Refurbishment of Toilets
World Book Day: 2nd March
School Photos: 6th March
Sacrament of Reconciliation:- First
Confessions 11th March
School Photographer
Do This in Memory Programme
Erection of Polytunnel
Bookfair: 23rd March
Football Blitz: Belleek 10-04-17

Easter Holidays
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Football Blitzes:
Markethill, Darkley, Armagh, Loughgilly
Hurling Coaches: P4/5/6/7
Swimming Gala: 12.05.17
Gardening Club for Primary 5s
School Council & Eco Meetings
First Holy Communion: 14.05.17
ACE Team Staff Training: 16.05.17
Confirmation
Co-ordinator Traininigs 18.05.17
Progress Testing: End of Year
Visitors from The Tens Foundation
(school bags made in Philippines)
Tidy Schools Competition (Highly
Commended)
Sports Day
Corpus Christi Procession & Fundraiser for CHT.
Football Blitz in St. Paul’s for P7
St Paul’s Sports Outreach Day
P1 & P7 Induction Days
End of Year Mass
End of year Presentations
End of Year Trip

Appendix 1

Assessment Results for Key Stage 1 and 2.
ASSESSMENT/REPORTING
Individual Parent/Teacher meetings were held in Term 1.
The expected level of attainment for a P4 pupil, at the end of Key Stage 1 is Level 2.
Primary 7 pupils should achieve Level 4 in both English and Maths. Details of these levels
can be found on the CCEA.org.uk website.

The table below shows the percentage of St Malachy’s pupils attaining the various levels.
Standardised Testing for Literacy and Maths is carried out on pupils from P.3 – P.7 and the
outcomes are shared with parents in the end of year pupil progress reports.

PUPILS ATTAINMENT LEVELS FOR ENGLISH, MATHS and ICT

KEY STAGE 1

ENGLISH

MATHS

Using ICT

Level 2

89%

89%

100%

KEY STAGE 2

ENGLISH

MATHS

Using ICT

Level 4

86%

86%

100%

Percentages do not include pupils with Statements for Special Needs
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Appendix 2
Tribute to John Joe Toner
2005—2017
February 2017 is a month that will never be forgotten by our school community. The sudden and
unexpected loss of John Joe will forever be etched in the minds of us all. I am sure you will share
my heartfelt condolences and sympathy for John Joe’s parents Cormac and Maria, and for his two
brothers Michael and Daniel. No words will ever fill the void that is left in their lives. How difficult
it was for them in those last five days of his life and indeed for the wider Ballymoyer and Clady
communities; our lives were forever altered.
John Joe was a grace-filled, caring and thoughtful child, the kind of pupil that every teacher holds
dear in their class. He had a maturity beyond his years; a natural conversationalist, equally at ease
in the company of adults and children alike. He loved to talk about his cattle and horses, farming
and machinery, country music and his dog “Spot”. His infectious giggle and big wide smile
endeared him to everyone. People would often describe him as “The wee fella with the big smile!”
John Joe smiled despite everything, as if often the case with sick children.
He was a very affectionate child, he truly cared about others. It actually hurt him to see others
suffer, he had saint-like characteristics. He prayed and lived religiously; he loved being an altar
server—he served mass in Ballmoyer on 92 occasions and over 20 in Clady too; he holds the record
in our school for the most services, such was his dedication during the two and a half years that he
served on the altar. Children like John Joe tend to leave a lasting imprint on the minds of others;
his reverence while serving on the altar at mass was something that was noticeable to all.
Members of the clergy and congregation would often remark on how reverent he was. He seemed
to have an understanding that goes beyond normal consciousness; he displayed a spiritual
knowing that only the soul really understands.
John Joe never concealed the love and affection he had for his family. He wouldn’t leave anything
left unsaid. “Love you more” was his mantra. You could never ‘out-love’ John Joe. The log of text
messages sent from his mobile phone nearly always ended with the words “Love you or Love you
more...” - although he was a farmer, he wasn’t ashamed to say how he felt! He left a legacy for
someone so young. He sang both country and in the choir, played his football with a swagger and
served mass like an angel. He did all the important things just how they should have been done.
There aren’t many of us that can lay claim to living our lives in such a full and selfless way.
In the months that have followed John Joe’s passing, I have watched his family and our school
community shed tears, give hugs and look for ways to make a difference in his name. It seems that
John Joe’s spirit is still guiding hearts and minds in the direction of doing good deeds. He seems to
help those who need help and speaks to those who ask him for advice. We will always miss him
and never forget him. We’ll picture his lovely smile and treasure the times we shared together.
In his memory, may we all be reminded of the fragility of life and never take it for granted.
John Joe, We love you more...
“Let the little children come to me, for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven
belongs.” Luke 18:16
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